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because they hoped to use it as a means of building up resources
which could be applied in due course to the founding of
hS Villages of Co-operation," or, as a half-way house, to the
establishment of self-governing workshops in which the
members could find employment free from the miseries of
capitalist exploitation, Moreover, some of the Trade Unions,
especially when they became involved in strikes, began to set
up "Union shops35 in which they employed their workless or
striking members; and the Go-operative Stores served these
Union Shops as agencies for the disposal of their products.

The growth of these movements from about 1827 was extra-
ordinarily rapid. In that year Dr. William King founded the
Brighton Co-operative Society; and its organ, The Co-operator >
first issued in 1828, soon became the chief journal of the
movement. Doherty, then busy organizing the cotton spinners
and preparing his wider Union of all trades, gave the move-
ment his full support. By 1830 there were already over three
hundred Co-operative Societies of various kinds in active
existence.

CHAPTER XXI
THE STRUGGLE FOR REFORM
WHILE the rapid growth of economic organization was
proceeding among the workers, the political Reformers were
gathering their forces for the final struggle. After the tumults
of the distressful years immediately following the war had died
down, it seemed for a time as if the Radical movement had
spent its force, and the country might settle down again under
the old constitution, if only the governing classes w*ere prepared
to interpret that constitution in a new way. For a few years
after 1815 the old governing class had pursued the old methods
of repression and ruled openly in the interests of the landed
aristocracy. But this was possible only as long as the immediate
threat of revolt, arising out of the misery of the poor, solidified
the richer sections of the population behind the Government